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Awards and Recognitions for Extension Activities 
 

Awards to Prof. K G Manjunath 

Yakshagana is a traditional narrative art form having long history. It is 
believed that this art form began during 11th century. It is valued as theatre form 
narrating and recreating ancient Indian epics and legends. It contains all aspects of 
Bharathamuni’s Natya Shashtra, i.e, Angika, Aharya, Vachika and Sathvika. The art 
form is more popular in coastal Karnataka and Malnad districts. The certificate 
course on Yakshagana is conducted every year to motivate the students and to 
inculcate interest in the art form. 

Prof K.G. Manjunath is a well known performer in the field of Badaguthittu 
Yakshagana. He conducts workshops on Yakshagana in different schools and 
institutions during vacations. He has also enacted various roles in theatre. 
Considering his contribution to the field of Yakshagana as a performer, trainer and 
resource person, he has been honored by different art organisations and 
associations. 

1. Yaksharaja Award 2018-19 by Shri. Anjaneyakripa Yakshavrunda, Kedalasara, 
Sagara Tq, Shimoga District. 

2. Shri Laxmijanardhana Yakshagana Kalamandali (R.), Ambalpady, Udupi has 
honored him during its Diamond Jubilee celebration. 

Yaksharaja and Diamond Jubilee awards to Prof. K G Manjunath 
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Awards to Prof. Murugeshi T 

 
Prof. T Murugeshi of Dept. of Ancient History and Archaeology, MSRS College 

being felicitated by the Dept. of Archaeology, Museums and Heritage, Government 
of Karnataka at Hampi Utsava, 27-29 January 2023. 
 

This honour was bestowed on Prof T Murugeshi for the all-round contribution 
of the Dept. of Ancient History and Archaeology to broadening the horizon of history, 
prehistory, archaeology and heritage of coastal Karnataka. Though seminal 
contributions had been made towards studying the art and architecture of the 
region by historians like Dr. Gururaja Bhat, the pre-historic footprint was almost 
absent apart from Megalithic sites which are in fact proto-historic. Serious research 
started from the 1980s, and the Dept. from MSRS College started contributing 
significantly from the 1990s through active fieldwork. As a result, several sites have 
been discovered as regards to pre-historic rock art, habitations, and tools. The study 
of epigraphy has been bolstered with the discovery, preservation and decipherment 
of many inscriptions in Kannada, and Tulu. Prof. Murugeshi was also congratulated 
especially for mentoring and nurturing talent by training a generation of students in 
archaeology. 
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